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PERENN'ALE;OW

PPA achieves the right mix of symposium offerings, exhibits, and tours.

By Leslie F. Halleck

t seems like there are

more industry confer-

ences and expos in
July and August than there are
weeks in the summer. As a
result, where to spend your
travel dollars and time, while
still getting your work done, is
an Uﬂg()il—lg quandary ﬁ)r
growers. Some shows, such as
Cultivate and 1GC are musts,
but there are also many others
that deserve attention.

One such event is the Peren-
nial Plant Symposium, held
this year (July 28 — Aug. 1) in
Cincinnati. While many of the
big shows focus on products,
new annuals, marketing strate-
gies, and in some cases, hard
goods, if you're a perennial
grower, retailer, or designer
looking for something more
plant-centric to get your green
juices flowing, this is vour
event,

Grandma's Gardens displayed
impressive mixed containers.
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The symposium balances
a solid lecture schedule with
an intense rour schedule to fit
each discipline’s needs. There's
also a small trade show where
breeders and growers can
share information about new
planls. lf‘_\fuu'rc l(mking to do
some serious networking and
make plant connections, this
symposium provides such op-
portunitices.

And because the event’s loca-
tion changes every year (last
vear’s location was Vancou-
ver, B.C.; next year's will be
held in Baltimore), program
content and tours stay fresh
and dynamic. This year in
Cincinnati, the lecture series
featured Tony Avent of Plant
Delights Nursery, who steam-
rolled chrough his giant list of
the coolest perennials everyone
should be growing; a forward-
thinking panel (Dr. Stanton
Gill, University of Maryland;
Ellen Egan, Egan Gardens, a
wholesale grower in Salem,
Ore.; and myself), on neonic-
otinoid insecticides (neonics)
and the need for more effective
communications on this
topic; Jeremy Windemuller of
Walters Gardens, whao shared
best practices for produc-
ing finished pcrunnials: Dr.
Stanton Gill, who presented
on invasive bugs thar chreaten
perennial crops and the best
alternative control measures;
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PPA Symposium attendees shared an evening and dinner at the Cincin-
nati Zoo, known for its garden displays.

Angela Treadwell-Palmer of
Plants Nouveau, who provided
a look at European gardens and
garden centers and their big
perennial push; and Jerry Friwz,
of Jerry Fritz Garden Design,
shared how to maintain a
thriving design business in a
tough economy.

This year’s symposium
also addressed sustainability,
with Sabrena Schweyer and
Samuel Salsbury of Salsbury
and Schweyer LLC. The duo
covered topics such as green
infrastructure and storm
water management through
landscape design. Mark
Fisher of the Cincinnari Zoo
& Botanical Garden discussed
its green building program and
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sustainability movement. By
the way, if you visit the Cinci
Zoo, be sure to check out its
solar panel covered car ports in
the parking lot.

For your viewing
pleasure

In addition to its symposium
sessions and trade show, PPA
attendees look forward to
participating in tours custom-
ized for growers, retailers, or
landscape designers. This years
stops included private gardens,
public installations, and inde-
pendent garden centers. Seeing
new operations and gardens is
a great way for staying inspired
and energized after a frantic
spring season. There are also
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two additional uplitmal full-
day tours of local landmarks,
gardens, and parks.

Another eye-pleasing feature
of this trade show is the parade
of pcrcnnia] gard(:n contain-
ers. Each year, mixed perennial
container gardens are submit-
ted and displayed at the show.
Many contain new plant re-
11::151:5. TI]CSL‘ are :lul:li()I'ICd ()ﬁ.
to attendees. Next year, there’s
going to be a bigger push for
perennials in containers at the
event and the PPA plans o
launch a new marketing cam-
paign to promote the trend.

PPA is also looking to attract
vounger (under 30) members
and is offering this segment
specially priced memberships.
AISU. SEVCI—HI Sllldfﬂ[ .‘;Ch(]!ﬂr'
ships are awarded each vear ro
enable students to attend the
Sympu&ium aﬂd ]Tl:lk(f iﬂdu.‘ilr)’
connections. GM
FOR MORE:

www.perennialplant.org

Leslie F. Halleck is a contribut-
ing editor for the GIE Media
Horticulture Group and owner

of Halleck Horticultural, LLC,
through which she provides horti-
cultural content marketing, social
media management, and strategy
consulting for green industry
businesses.

A certified professional horti-
culturist with more than 20 years
of industry experience, Halleck
recently was named Southern re-
gional director for the PPA board.
She says her initial exposure to
the PPA was as a graduate stu-
dent in the perennial production
research group at Michigan State
University. Working with Drs.

Art Cameron, Royal Heins, and
Will Carlson, she helped provide
information on best practices for
greenhouse production of bloom-
ing perennials.

Halleck has also been general
manager for IGC North Haven
Gardens in Dallas and director
of Horticulture Research at The
Dallas Arboretum. She recently g <
returned from the PPA Sympo-
sium in Cincinnati.
www.lesliehalleck.com

during this year's PPA.
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